
HANSON COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD 
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

Tuesday, July 7, 2020 
 
 Chairman Schoenrock called the meeting of the Hanson County Drainage 
Board to order on Tuesday, July 7, 2020 with members Bell, Engelmeyer, Graves 
and Kjetland present. The County Auditor and Drainage Administrator were also 
present.  
 
 Motion Graves seconded by Kjetland to approve the agenda. Motion 
carried. 
  
 Motion Bell seconded by Kjetland to approve the meeting minutes from 
June 16th. Motion carried. 
 
 No citizens input. 
 
 The H & H Analysis completed by Ulteig Engineering was presented for 
the box culvert replacements in Edgerton Township on 255th St. and 429th Ave. 
As FEMA and mitigation funding for the project is not a guarantee due to the 
location and low traffic volume on these township roads, the Board is requesting 
that a FEMA representative personally inspect the site for funding approval 
before the County commits to the projects. Engineering costs for the two projects 
totaled $46,364.00. 
 
 Motion Kjetland seconded by Bell to table setting a hearing date for the 
Weiland drainage complaint to allow Mike Fink, Deputy States Attorney, time to 
finish the investigation of this matter and determine the best way to settle the 
dispute after all facts have been obtained. All members voted aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 The James Paulson drainage permit to clean the township road ditch, 
known as 248th St., in the SW4 of section 21-104-7, was presented for approval. 
Paulson was present to explain the nature and extent of the project and answer 
question by the board. Attorney Chris Nipe appeared for the opposing party and 
was given an opportunity to present his objections to the application. Attorney 
Mike Fink, Deputy Hanson County States Attorney was present to answer certain 
legal questions submitted by the Board. The Board first determined that the 
application was submitted by the proper party and that the application includes 
the appropriate Township and landowner consent. 
 
After considering the input of those in attendance the Board read, out loud, the 
Ordinance Section 2.09 factors to be considered and made the following findings.   
1. The project is not a flood hazard or affect floodplain values. 
2. No potential of erosion. 
3. Will not affect water quality and supply. 
4. Will improve agriculture production. 
5. Will not affect environmental quality. 
6. Aesthetics will be maintained.  



7. Fish and wildlife values will not be affected. 
8. Downstream landowner signatures have been obtained.  
    a. This project does not involve any new drainage, the goal is to simply    
restore the natural flow of water; this drain is a natural water course and no 
evidence was submitted by any party to suggest the natural flow would be altered 
once the applicant removes silt and debris which now impedes the flow. As such, 
there will be no additional flow or additional quantity of water passing into the 
nearest named waterway.  
    b. This project will improve the natural drainage. 
    c. Approximately 80 acres will drain naturally. 
    d. The drain will be cleared of slit and debris to return ditch to its natural state. 
    e. No evidence was presented by any party to suggest this maintenance 
project would have any adverse impact upon downstream landowners. As such, 
the project appears to merely return the water way to historical levels of natural 
flow.  
 Based on the above findings, a motion was made by Engelmeyer 
seconded by Graves to approve permit #20-19 for Jim Paulson to clean the 
township road ditch to original depth. All members vote aye, motion was carried. 
 

Kjetland and Schoenrock discussed the McCook County Drainage hearing 
they attended on June 23rd. The proposed project to install 24” drain tile to drain 
water off the paved McCook county road known as 431st Ave. The hearing was 
tabled and will be continued on July 14, 2020 at 9:15 a.m. in the McCook County 
Courthouse. Mike Fink was available to further explain the project details. 
 
 As there was no further business before the Board, a motion was made by 
Kjetland, seconded by Bell to adjourn meeting. All voted aye, motion carried.  
 
Gary Schoenrock, Chairman 
Hanson County Drainage Board 
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