
HANSON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

HANSON COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS ROOM 
720 5TH ST, ALEXANDRIA, SD  57311 

Tuesday, March 17, 2020 
9:00 A.M. 

 
The special meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Chairman Dick Graves.  
 
Present: Dick Graves, Bruce Kjetland, Tom Bell, Ed Engelmeyer, and Gary Schoenrock.  
Absent: None 
 
Bruce Kjetland made the motion and Ed Engelmeyer 2nd the motion to approve the agenda.  
Motion carried. 
 
Also present: Department Heads, Shannon Tegethoff, Jennifer Craig, Lisa McManus for the 
Nurses office as well as States Attorney Jim Davies.  
 
WHEREAS, the Governor of South Dakota has given a directive that non-essential state 
personnel will stay home; and considering Hanson County is a political sub-division of South 
Dakota, Hanson County has declared that all non-essential personnel stay home indefinitely 
and remain on call.  This means specifically that all departments, other than law enforcement 
and emergency services, will operate primarily through department heads, with the least 
amount of personnel necessary to discharge essential functions.   
 
WHEREAS, the health and safety of our residents, citizens, customers, communities and 
employees are of primary concern.  
 
WHEREAS, it is essential services will remain open to the public to the greatest extend possible 
through this situation.   
 
WHEREAS, these steps represent the county’s best efforts to maintain essential services 
available to the public, but patients from the public will be needed and appreciated. 
 
Now, therefore, it was: 
 
After much discussion it was moved by Bell, seconded by Kjetland, that the following resolution 
be adopted:  
 

 
 
 
 



Resolution 20-4 
RESOLUTION TO DECLARE AN EMERGENCY AND PROVIDE FOR STAFFING 

 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners that:  
 
1. All Court House offices are directed to operate with minimal staffing for the duration of 
this emergency;  
 
2. Those persons not in the Court House should work from home to the greatest extent 
possible. 
 
3. Office deputy personnel and other hourly personnel who are working from home or at 
home due to the requirements of this resolution will be paid their normal hours each week.  
 
4. All offices will remain open and essential services will be provided.   
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chairman of the Board of Commissioners is authorized: 
 
[a] To allow and provide for additional staffing in any office where its needed; and  
 
[b] Will have the authority to close the Court House completely if circumstances so warrant. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the following policies are the guiding policies for the county’s 
actions: 
 
1. Maintaining a central service available to the public is a priority. 
 
2. This will be accomplished with minimum staffing and minimum interactive contact 
between county personnel. 
 
3. Hand sanitizers will be placed throughout the Court House and by all entrances. 
 
4. Signage will be placed on Court House doors to provide the public and customers with 
contact information and to remind them to minimize interactive contact. 
 
5. All persons are encouraged to do as much business with the county as possible online. 
 
Votes for: 5; Votes against: 0. 
Motion carried. 
 
/s/Richard Graves, Chairman       
Hanson County Commissioners 
 
/s/Janice Kayser, Deputy Auditor 



(SEAL) 
 
Approve an Emergency Staff Resolution 
 
After much discussion regarding staffing needs, the spread of the Corona Virus and the health 
and safety of the public and County employees, motion by Bell, second by Kjetland to draft a 
resolution and to give the Chairman authority to close the courthouse due to the emergency 
declared.  All voted Aye.  Motion carried. 
 
It was also decided to place hand sanitizer throughout the courthouse and by all entrances and 
to have a sign in sheet for each office with name and phone number in case a person becomes 
ill and the need to contact anyone that had contact with the ill.  Sheriff Wingert will place the 
signs needed on the entrances and each office door. 
 
Engelmeyer made motion and Schoenrock 2nd motion to adjourn meeting at 9:50 a.m. 
 
Richard Graves, Chairman 
Hanson County Commissioner 
 
ATTEST: 
 
Janice Kayser 
Deputy Auditor 
 
(SEAL) 
 
Published once at the approximate cost of $______. 


